GET
MAKING.
ART
NOW

Get Making. Art Now is a free art activity
pack from the Waterford Gallery of Art.

To start with, there are a few rules.
Rule 1. There are no rules
Rule 2. There is no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ when it comes to
making art
Rule 3. Slow down, have fun, and do as little or as
much as you like in the pack
Some activities are for the gallery, some might
work better at home, with a grownup, or to try a
few times until you’re satisfied with your creation.
If you see this sign, you’ll need a phone to access
online content.
We are always happy to receive feedback, and even
happier to receive images of your artworks!
If you would like to share anything you have made in the
pack, or anything that you’ve been inspired by, please
send them to the links below and make sure to tag us in.

Instagram @thewaterfordgalleryofart
Facebook: @waterfordgalleryofart
If you would like to know more about the Waterford
Gallery of Art, the Waterford Arts Office, or to get in
contact, please follow the QR link below.

Now, get making!

Can you find the 4 pictures in our ground floor gallery that
are hidden in the letters above?

Caption THIS
Captions in museums and galleries can only tell us a little bit about what we
are looking at. Sometimes they provide information about the artist that
made the work, or the materials they have used. They often include the date
the work was made. Sometimes they even tell us what we think the artist
wanted us to look at when we are viewing the artwork or object.
1. Have a look around the gallery.
2. Pick a painting you find interesting – it doesn’t always have to be your favourite.
3. Why did you pick this painting?
4. What did you notice?
5. How does it make you feel?

Write a short caption in the box below - it may even appear in our gallery!

Title:
Artist:
Date:

By:……………………………………………………………………Age…………………………

Sound Painting
1. Find the painting ‘Autumn, Rathfarnham’ (1946) by artist Norah
McGuinness (1903-1980)
2. Scan the QR code below and listen to the sounds whilst viewing the
painting
3. Does the sound help bring the painting to life? Does the water flow faster?
Can you see the trees moving in the wind?
4. How might a more ‘multi-sensory’ (meaning: appealing to all your senses)
approach to art help you better understand the intentions of the artist?
5. Did you think the accompanying sounds helped your enjoyment of the
picture – or would you rather look at it without the added sounds?

Colour and emotion

Artists often use colour to give the viewer an idea of the intended emotion of an artwork.
For example:
Red could mean: Anger / Passion / Danger
Yellow could mean: Happy / Friendly / Warning
Green could mean: Natural / Relaxed / Rich
Blue could mean: Relaxed / Peaceful / Sad
Take a look at the picture above. The original painting of this artwork is called Girl (1961)
and it is by artist Leslie Mary McWeeney. Have a go at colouring in the picture using
colours that might give an idea of how the girl pictured is feeling.

PORTRAIT OF THE ARTIST
Po rtra it (/ ˈp ɔːtr ət,ˈp ɔːtre ɪt/) no un , a p a inting , d ra w ing , p ho to g ra p h, o r e ng ra ving
o f a p e rso n, e sp e cia lly o ne d e p icting o nly the fa ce o r he a d a nd sho uld e rs.
Have a look at your own face in the mirror. What do you see? It is said a good portrait is not just a
visual representation of a person; it will also reveal something about the essence, or character, of
the person. Have a go at drawing a portrait of yourself below and try and capture the real YOU!

Cartoon!?

A ‘cartoon’ is the name given to a drawing which is to be
made into a stained-glass window.
This ‘cartoon’ is by artist Evie Hone (1894-1955) and is called
‘Our Lady of Mercy’ (1938). It can be found as a stained-glass
window in the Dominican Convent, Falls Road, Belfast.

Colour in the cartoon above. Think about the colours you use and how
this might look as a stained-glass window with the light shining through it.

B

CU

ISM

Cubism was a revolutionary new approach to representing reality in artwork. It was invented in around 1907–08 by artists Pablo Picasso and
Georges Braque. They brought different views of subjects (usually objects or
figures) together in the same picture, resulting in artworks that often appear
fragmented and abstracted.

Mainie Jellett (1897-1944) was an
Irish artist famous for her early
pioneering cubist artworks. This
painting by Jellett is called,
‘Virgin and Child’ (1924) – can
you guess what it is meant to
show?

Scan the QR code to the left to find out
more about cubism and watch how to
make your very own cubist creations.

Still Life

A still life is a drawing or painting that focuses on still objects.

This still life by artist Liam Belton (b.1947) is called Pewter with White Candles – can you guess why?

Find some ‘still objects’ in your house to draw. Perhaps find objects with different textures, colours,
shapes, and sizes. Think about what objects look good together and how best to arrange them in
your picture. Objects could be fruit, toys, tools, or items collected from nature like leaves or
pinecones.

If you’re happy with
your picture send a
photo of it to our
Instagram account:

@thewaterfordgalleryofart

and make sure to
include your first name
and age.

We will share the best
still life creations on our
social media accounts.

Clown-Bird-Painting…!
The painting to the right, by artist Gerard
Dillon, is called ‘Clown’s Bird Painting’.
Circle one word from the ‘occupation’ list
and circle one word from the ‘animal’ list.
Put both words together and have a go at
painting or drawing your very own, new
Clown-Bird inspired artwork.

OCCUPATION:

ANIMAL:

Doctor / Cleaner / Farmer / Artist / Chef /
Footballer / Youtuber / Soldier / Teacher /
Clown / Priest / Assassin / Builder / Thief

Horse / Monkey / Pig / Cat / Dog / Fish /
Cow / Sheep / Snake / Axolotl / Elephant /
Goat / Chicken / Bird / Bat / Mouse / Bee

Title:………………………………………………………….
By:……………………………………………………………
Age:…………………………………………………………

Draw or paint your new creation in this box

Egg-cellent artwork!
This artwork is called ‘Annunciation’ and it is by
the artist Patrick Rye (b.1929). It is made by using
a very traditional painting technique called
tempera, which is made with egg yolks.
Paintings made with tempera last a very long
time and give a nice, shiny hard finish to your
artwork.
Watch the (QR link) video below and have a go
at making some tempera based artworks at
home.
You may need an adult to help.

Tempera Recipe
You will need:
-

An egg
Water (approx. 5
teaspoons)
Vinegar (3 drops)
Pigment
Pestle and mortar
(optional)
Kitchen towel
Dish or plate
Teaspoon
Paper, canvas or board
Brushes to paint with

Instructions:
1. Search for ‘pigments’ around your house.
Pigments are a coloured powder. You
could try crushing chalks with a pestle and
mortar or use colourful spices such as
turmeric or paprika.
2. Add these pigments to a dish or a plate
3. Crack an egg and separate the yolk. Roll
the yolk in a paper towel to remove
excess egg white. Now pinch the egg-yolk
‘sac/skin’ and dribble the yolk inside into a
small dish, discarding the sac.
4. Add 5 teaspoons of water and mix with
the yolk. If you have white vinegar, add a
few drops to the mixture and it will keep
fresher for longer.
5. Spoon a little of the egg and water
mixture into the powdered pigment and
mix. The consistency should be like heavy
cream. This dries very fast so only make a
little bit at a time.
6. Get painting with your homemade egg
tempera!

Well, that’s what I thought…
It’s not always possible to know what a painting is about or what the artist
was trying to say when painting it. Have a look at the image below. What do
you think the two ladies might be saying or thinking about in the image?

Image: The Mirror (1950) by Daniel O’Neill (1920 – 1974)

Can you find the picture in our first floor gallery that is
hidden in the letters above?

While Grass Grows

The titles and meanings of some paintings can be a little obscure. The image above was painted
by Jack B Yeats in 1936 and it is called, ‘While Grass Grows’. Nobody really knows why it is called
this. Have a look at the painting in our gallery (it’s upstairs) and let us know what you think it should
be called?

Title:……………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
By: Jack B Yeats (1871-1957)……………………………………………………… …….

Ekphrastic!
Now that is a BIG word. Ekphrastic poetry is the ancient Greek term for
poems that are written about works of art. Below is a poem about painting,
and painters, by poet Frank O’Hara. Can you write a short poem inspired by
a work of art?

Why I Am Not a Painter
Frank O'Hara (1926-1966)
I am not a painter, I am a poet.
Why? I think I would rather be
a painter, but I am not. Well,
for instance, Mike Goldberg
is starting a painting. I drop in.
"Sit down and have a drink" he
says. I drink; we drink. I look
up. "You have SARDINES in it."
"Yes, it needed something there."
"Oh." I go and the days go by
and I drop in again. The painting
is going on, and I go, and the days
go by. I drop in. The painting is
finished. "Where's SARDINES?"
All that's left is just
letters, "It was too much," Mike says.
But me? One day I am thinking of
a color: orange. I write a line
about orange. Pretty soon it is a
whole page of words, not lines.
Then another page. There should be
so much more, not of orange, of
words, of how terrible orange is
and life. Days go by. It is even in
prose, I am a real poet. My poem
is finished and I haven't mentioned
orange yet. It's twelve poems, I call
it ORANGES. And one day in a gallery
I see Mike's painting, called SARDINES.

Title:…………………………………………
By:……………………………………………
Age:…………………………………………

An (almost) blank page. You can do whatever you like with it!

The Waterford Collection of Art
“The Waterford Municipal Art Collection is one of the hidden gems of the Irish art
world, offering a fascinating view of Irish painting in the first half of the twentieth
century”.
Dr Peter Jordan, Senior Lecturer in the History of Art, Waterford Institute of Technology

The Waterford Collection of Art forms an integral part of the city’s cultural heritage
and identity. Formerly known as The Waterford Municipal Art Collection, it is
acknowledged as one of the oldest and best municipal collections of art in Ireland.
Originally founded in 1939 alongside the establishment of the Waterford Art Museum,
the collection has grown considerably since and now comprises over 500 works of art.
These include paintings, prints, and sculptures - much of which provide a valuable
insight into the development of twentieth-century Irish Art.
Significant highlights of the collection includes works by Paul Henry, Jack B. Yeats,
Mainie Jellett, Louis Le Brocquy, Letitia Hamilton, Dermod O’Brien, Evie Hone, Mary
Swanzy, Charles Lamb, Hilda Roberts, Seán Keating, Eileen Murray, and George Russell
(aka. AE), as well as contemporary acquisitions of work by Michael (Ben) Hennessy,
Breda Lynch, Hughie O’Donoghue, Donald Teskey, and Kathleen Delaney.
The conception of a civic art gallery and collection within the city can be dated back
to the early 1930s. The marriage of artist Hilda Roberts to Arnold Marsh, the
headmaster of Newtown School Waterford, soon resulted in the establishment of an
annual art exhibition within the school’s gymnasium. This further strengthened a
growing network of artists and likeminded advocates for the arts.
The collection was previously housed at several locations within the city including the
Library, Greyfriars Church, and Garter Lane Arts Centre. On the 18 October 2019, the
collection was rehoused and displayed at its new permanent home, the
Waterford Gallery of Art, located at 31-32 O’Connell Street. This former bank building
was built in 1845 and now serves as a dedicated facility comprising galleries, outreach
spaces, offices, meeting and workshop rooms.

Waterford Gallery of Art
31-32 O’Connell St,
Waterford,
X91 RR2R
WaterfordGallery@waterfordcouncil.ie

